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Abstract. The European sex toy market is witnessing a strategic sales growth. The lockdown to 

contain the Corona Pandemic situation is boosting the market scenario. Countries such as the 

UK, Germany, France, Italy, and Spain are key growing countries driving the demand for sex 

toys in Europe. Against this background, this article explores the sex toy industry in Europe and 

the few laws that govern it. It discusses that a lack of regulation of these products has allowed 

manufacturers to exploit the inexpensive but highly toxic materials used in the making of sex 

toys to the detriment of consumers, and the implications inclined towards improving the 

protection of consumers in Europe.  
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 Introduction 

 A sex toy is an item that is mostly utilized to ease human sexual pleasure, such as 

vibrator or dildo. Many of these toys are made in the resemblance of human genitals. They can 

also be non-vibrating or vibrating. The word sex toy may, too, include sex furniture and BDSM 

apparatus. In European countries like Germany, Denmark, and Holland, safety regulations on 

the sex toy industry do not exist. This permits the manufacturers to manufacture goods without 

any limits of reporting the chemical or the material utilized in the product (Döring & Poeschl, 

2019).  Manufacturers are, therefore, at the freedom to form a large range of goods under the 

title of novelty toys. Products like dildo, vibrators, and E-stimulators are largely utilized by both 

gender types for sexual gratification. In Germany, a percentage of 50 men in comparison to 

females purchase sex toys.  

 The market of sex toys in Demark has highly doubled after the Danes were told to stay 

at home to minimize the spread of Covid-19, according to the state’s largest dealer merchandise. 

At the beginning of April 2020 at Sinful Denmark, sales of sex toys rose by 110%. The nation's 

largest sex item review website reported that traffic has tripled during the coronavirus lockdown 

when compared with the same time last year. Specifically, the requirement for sex toys and 

games for couples has increased. As reported by Sinful in Denmark, sales of a 10-day personal 

challenge for couples increased more than four-fold from mid-march as compared with the same 

time before containment (Lehmiller et, al., 2020). The social-distancing has established an 

increase in the trade of sex toys because they have been found helpful in enhancing sexual 

health and giving sexual pleasure.  

 Sex toys sales via channels of distribution like special stores have minimized because of the 

government rule of the shutdown, but the boards of economic commerce increased business 
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sales. Danes are well known for their huge for being amongst the happiest individuals in the 

globe and for their improved laws like authorization of pornography in the year 1969. The main 

increase in sales in Sinful had come in the last six days after they immediately slipped after the 

lockdown was imposed on 11th March. In the early 1970s, the first sex toy shops were opened 

in Holland by entrepreneurs like Lasse Braun, and Beate Uhse. This was the first world’s 

Muslim online sex shop which is called El Asira. This shop was opened in Holland in 2010 

(Riady, 2020). In the first four operation days, it had 69,000 hits on the website.  

  Sex toys have been utilized for many years as a sexual aid and also for healing certain 

medical complications. Technology and intervention have been able to bring several reforms in 

the object and have acquired fame in many states. The spread of awareness concerning varying 

sex toys availability,  concerns pertaining the mental and sexual health, intervention in already 

existing objects, digital aspects of the good, influence on social media, enhanced sexual 

knowledge, public distancing exercises, high risks of sexually transmitted diseases, the 

establishment of sex learning, offers and discounts on the good, product availability, and 

consumer-friendly objects run the growth of the world sex toys business (Cazacu, 2019).  Also, 

taboos related to the utilization of sex toys in specific areas of the globe, the utilization of raw 

materials containing harmful substances, the absence of law, incorrect labeling of the goods, 

and government innovations hinder the market growth.  

  In contrast, investing in automation and intervention, launching new products, a rise in 

reliable goods, and advanced protection of the new objects present fresh chances in the sex toy 

business. Not so ago, the world's largest toymaker called Mattel answered the stress from 

consumer environmental groups and advocate by transforming the structure of its Barbies items 

together with finalizing PVC utilization  by choosing to utilize plastics that do not have toxins. 

It is a big change as it appears, but also few people criticize that it took a long time. Toys 

belonging to children are not the only PVC items. Manufacturing sex items are the main trade, 

and sales of sex toys are increasing (Sethi et, al., 2015). Nevertheless, the absence of the law of 

these goods permits producers to venture affordable materials that are lethal in their production.  

 

            The intervention of Sex Toys 

 Intervention and automation of sex objects have established the newest trend in the 

business in Europe.  As the knowledge concerning the newest goods like objects managed by 

the application on mobile has increased, the need for automation has established new chances 

in trading sex toys. The sex objects are effective in regulating the personal health of a person 

and also as couples. Thus, the main participants have been saving in automation and launching 

remotely managed objects that may be managed from a specific distance (Biesanz, 2020).  A 

leading sex objects brand called we-vibe has lately launched ring, vibrators, fuse, plug, rabbit, 

and suction object, which are controllable from a far distance by utilizing phone application, 

giving external and internal stimulation.  

 These major brands have been established on offering the safety of utilizing the toys, 

automated products, comfortable objects, advanced style, and design, and improved durability 

to further the size of the market. The interventions like the ritual intimate joy kit launched by 

Coby Huang are developing the newest changes and competition in the trade of sex toys. The 

material utilized for the manufacturing of sex objects and their protection concerns is the market 

aspects. Some substances contain chemicals that are toxic. These materials can cause illness on 

the client and, therefore, build a threat to the business (Biesanz, 2017). Thus, brands that are on 

the lead are working on improving the quality of the good and establishing reliable sex objects 

which can be recharged, products free from phthalates, glass, crystal, wood, and stone.  
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 Understanding the side effects of these toxins continues to flatten. The customer market 

for sex toys has increasingly grown in the past years.  Starting with the original hysteria clinical 

care in 1899, the market of sex toys has continued to flower into 500 million US dollars per 

annum, specifically parts of Northern America currently. Goods well known to have been once 

accessible specifically via experts and sometime parcel orders currently are largely accessible. 

Few of them may be bought in huge parcel lenders like Kmart, Walmart, and CVS.  Currently, 

there are absence associations representing sex item sector within standard-setting, scheming, 

or otherwise (Biesanz, 2020). Still, sex item business proliferation remains to rise without or 

with powers of lobbying. 

 

            The law and Sex toys 

 Regardless of increases fame of sex items, greatly there are no regulations on them. A 

lot of nations have illegalized them as objects that are obscene. Northern America classification 

of company does not see sex items being a class of market.  According to the editor and author 

of the business journal Philip Pearl, it is noted that, considering sex toys are personally held, no 

other adult publisher releases trading information. Records of administration vibrators are 

classified under food and drug. It describes them as operated electrically devices labeled and 

intended for remedial utilization in the healing of sex dysfunctions and supplement to tighten 

the pelvic muscles (Durodié, 2016). Even though clinical objects rules flow, there are absence 

regulations pertaining the composition and quality of sex items within client's level. 

 

           Toxicity and Sex Items 

 Sex objects consisting of plastic, and which are alleged to have a natural feeling, serve 

big popularity in sex industries. However, these jelly plastics are contained a substantial amount 

of chemicals that are toxic. The toxins in these materials include huge amounts of phthalates 

which leak out of the PVC, passes through the skin and collects in the body. The Germany 

magazine stern in 2001 commissioned the institute of Ulrich Krieg to learn what constitutes sex 

toys. The results of the chemist implied that the constitution of chemicals in a lot of sex toys is 

quite toxic. The toys tested in the chemist contained more than ten hazardous toxins, including 

high amounts on phthalates (Martino & Chahoud, 2017). Considering socio-legal situations of 

sex toys in Europe, especially during this coronavirus pandemic, not every business is 

collapsing.   

 PVC bras, knickers, and sex toys are at a high risk of serious regulation complying with 

the ideas in Brussel to eliminate a substance that Germans strongly believe affect fertility in 

men. Based on a draft sheet in the European legislature discovered by Express.co.uk, the 

commissioner of Europe is reflecting on banning phthalates in all types of items in day to day 

utilization so as offer public safety. Any such banning of phthalates will lead to a price increase 

of the product in an industry that has Britain on the front. Currently, two factories in the UK 

manufacture the states Kinky underwear, and obviously, it might be brought down if Brussel 

challenges the dominant and whines for further European laws (Stabile, 2016). Spokeswoman 

of UKIP employment Jane Collins, said that Europe has no part in interfering with their personal 

lives. 

  Sex toys and PVC knickers could not be dinner celebration discussions, but their 

manufacture and sale offer jobs for individuals in the nation. Jane added by saying that if 

someone is mature enough to visit a sex shop for authorized buying, then the person should be 

permitted to decide for him or herself on if they are going to be terrified by possible health 

dangers into discarding their skimpies and living in sensible cotton bloomer for the rest of their 

lives. The UK Plastic company is dying to minimize the move to illegalize phthalates but did 
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accept the cost increase to particular gadgets if they happen to be manufactured free of toxins 

in the future. A British plastics federation spokesman said to Express.co.uk that it is possible 

for a lot of applications (Stabile, 2016).  But, there could be a price and issues of availability if 

this is to be do done fast. 

  The British plastics federation added by saying that the availability and cost depend on 

which supplement is best for a specific application, and all this will be varying from an 

application to another. The company, though, like Europe, gives small guidance and suggestions 

concerning the PVC innerwear of the dangers of phthalates in sex objects. Elizabeth Nolan 

Brown of a magazine called Women’s magazine Bustle.com said that sex objects containing 

jelly-like rubber, PVC or vinyl, usually consist of phthalates. Also, they appear to be quite 

porous than other objects which offer hidden places for bacteria (Linkov at, al., 2019).  In 

addition, Elizabeth said, toy packaging should be checked for several materials In the year 2004, 

a directive intended on reprocessing plastic objects failed to add sex toys in its plan because of 

what viewers in Brussel noted as ‘red faced autocrats'. The outcome in the thesis left females in 

Britain accountable for infringing European regulations if they fail to bring back their old 

vibrates to the market where they bought them before purchasing new ones. Based on the 

regulation from September 2004, broken sex objects should be repaired and traded. Even if 

there could be no business for second-hand vibrates, above 80% of the parts must be reutilized.  

 Many varying sex toy industries appear to be rising. With many individuals stay at home 

either with someone else or by themselves, sales of sex toys have increased. Items and media 

designed arouse sexually have often circulated in society. Yet, it was in the 1970s that sex toy 

shops emerged in Urban Europe as a space that was recognizable with sex utilization. Many 

items that were previously being sold elsewhere were brought together by these shops for an 

effective business. These collaborations offered an environment that left little opacity as to their 

sexual personality. According to news released in New York 2019, Europe's sexual market 

wellness is experiencing strategic savings by medium-sized and small capital firms and some 

other sources (Linkov at, al., 2019).   These sources are made to facilitate an improved client 

engagement together with a lot of influx of vendors, therefore boosting the growth of the 

market. 

  Besides, technology trends and various consumers prevalent in the area are also 

enhancing the market framework. Moreover, countries like Germany, Denmark, and Holland 

are certainly the main growing states pushing the demand for sexual toy products in Europe. 

Tactical associations adopted by manufacturers across states associated with the development 

of bold start-ups are among generous factors contributing to the European sexual wellbeing 

growth of the market. Another different factor being followed by the vendors is the enduring 

uncovered opportunity of more comprehensively serving women through gender-neutral tones, 

which likely contributes to the growth of the market.  A lot of changes are needed in the sex 

toys industry in Europe. In order to gain income, the sex toy vendors and retailers must 

capitalize on the increasing interest by giving bundled goods for curious clients (Martino & 

Chahoud, 2017) Also, separate packaging will help the business to prosper specifically in 

establishing economy. 

  The high demand for sex toys by NGOs, government, and foundations for supplying 

amidst many countries is a significant factor that will contribute to the increasing requirement 

for condoms. As final consumers are now becoming clear to experiment and adventurous, the 

need for future fashion and provoking sensual undies is multiplying in the market report. The 

need for sexual emollients has mainly been concentrated in European countries. The need for 

other goods which majorly includes sexual improvement supplements is also growing at a stable 

pace. The European sexual health market is witnessing a high need for herbal goods as they are 
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without side effects, which is contrary to allopathic products. In 2018, the men's final-user 

segment covered the biggest share of the market (Martino & Chahoud, 2017). Sex toys and 

condoms are remarking high need by male clients in the market.  

 In Europe, the sexual wellbeing market is experiencing a shift because of the further 

introduction of female sexual products for example, vibrators, female condoms, and dildos. All 

these products are gaining a lot of attraction in the market. Therefore, the more need for 

inventive sexual products is the exciting newest start-ups to reach the market as well. New 

innovations and technology arrivals in manufacturing sex toys like 3D printing and production 

of organic emollients are running the business in Germany (Ventrice et, al., 2018).  In the UK, 

retailers and vendors are coming up with the newest methods to acquire increased sales and 

interest in sexual wellbeing items. Furthermore, the raised assumption of sex toys amongst 

females is also devoted to the expansion of the market in the UK. 

 The market in Italy, France, and Russia are expanding at a healthy speed. Also, main 

countries like Germany, the Netherlands, and Austria are predicted to stay crucial in regard to 

the financial growth of the area. In Sweden, the sexual wellness market is anticipated to expand 

at a grand CAGR near to 8% during the prediction period. The area is coming up as one of the 

encouraging markets for the sex toy product manufacturers. In addition, the Republic of Czech 

is specifically donating to the expansion of the European sexual wellness business. Worldwide 

vendors with high R&D support and infrastructure are quickly expanding their presence in the 

European sexual wellbeing market. Therefore, area vendors face it difficult to compete in topics 

of technology, liability, and cost (Ventrice et, al., 2018). Additionally, manufacturers are 

establishing marketing procedures based on the duration of the equipment.  

 The environment completion in the market is expected to strengthen more with in-

service advancement extension, mergers and acquisitions, and technological interventions. Sex 

toys are illegal in some countries like Thailand, Saud Arabia, and India. The illegality has been 

done away with some specific clearing procedures like safety measuring when sold by secret 

independent manufacturers on the Black Market. Some Black market boards used to trade sex 

items on the black market consist of customer to customer online marketing websites and also 

personal pages on social media platforms. On black market locations in Cambodia, sex items 

have been acquired together with aphrodisiac commodities (Stabile, 2016). Some experts have 

stated that if powers in northern America prohibit real-looking sex toys succeed, it can lead to 

black-market business in sexbots. 

 Even though sex toys are illegal in some continents like Africa, some governments 

depend on public shame- which is disappearing fast as a process of law. Nevertheless, even 

when trading those stays illegal, sex toys still continue to cross over the borders. Governments 

in Africa are anti-sex toys, but the citizens are not anti-sex toys. Online social media has made 

it quite easier for any individual in need of a sex toy to break the law. The importers are at high 

risk because they are the ones to have their products inspected at destinations. Probably, this 

accounts for the moderately high costs of sex products in many states (Stabile, 2016). In 

Thailand, sex toys fall under their illegal goods, especially obscene items that are unauthorized 

to be brought in the country.  

 Also, in India, sex toys are illegal. The penal code of India states that any drawing, book, 

object, or figure shall be judged to be obscene if it contains overtly intimate behavior and 

thoughts. In India, many sex products are considered to be legal or illegal, depending on how 

they are displayed. In another country like Malaysia, if someone distributes, sells, or possesses 

any obscene pamphlet, book, or paper drawing containing the obscene item, it is punished with 

imprisonment for a period that can extend to four years. The Anti-Obscenity Enforcement Act 

of 1998 is a statute in Alabama that bans the market for sex toys. This law has been the topic of 
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expanded contention and has triggered the country's controversy (Durodié, 2016).   This statute 

was sponsored originally by Tom Butler, who was the state senator of Madison, Alabama, as a 

step to illegalize dancing naked.  

  The statute criminalizes any individual to knowingly possess, distribute, and accept to 

supply any kind of obscene substance or object formulated as needful, especially to motivate of 

people's private parts for some type of financial value. New lawbreakers face a fine of $10 and 

a year imprisonment. Exemptions occur for scientific, legislative, educational, law, or judicial 

enforcement reasons. An adult novelty manufacturer, Sherri Williams, and the civil liberty 

association of America challenged the enactment of legislative grounds (Durodié, 2016).   He 

stated that the authority of Lawrence v. Texas, discovering a right to associate in bilateral 

homosexuality, also approved the right to trade sex toys.  

 After firstly winning the case, in federal district court, Williams lost appeals, and the 

Supreme Court determined not to listen to the case. The CEO of Love Stuff- a large store that 

trades sex toys, Ross Winner eventually sued to have the law to be cleared unconstitutional 

based on the constitution of Alabama. He affirmed that the winner's position is that an individual 

should be able to come in and buy sexual objects without any reason. The supreme court of 

Alabama in September 2009 ruled against him and the ban of the law presently in effect 

(Biesanz, 2017). Birmingham state representative has continuously introduced legislation to 

oppose the ban, but every charge has been beaten.  CES is the latest problem holding back the 

sex toy industry.  

  Earlier 2019, several vendors appeared at the tech business display CES. But 

remarkably sex item start up Dicarlo whose invite to come to the show was canceled rights after 

CES changed its thinking about gifting an intervention award to the industry's Ose vibrate. To 

some, the choice to stop the award was a signal of discomfort with ladies' joy and pervasive 

sexism, specifically offered CES enduring forbearance of sex robotics, booth Babes, and VR 

porn. If at anything, the forth and back over Ose is an implication of bigger confusion on 

whether sex objects amount to wellbeing objects or obscene devices (Biesanz, 2017).  The 

confusion affects closely each method of how joy product industries perform a business, directly 

from raising funds to trade and promotion. 

 While online trading and fundraising have been aspiring to cover other objects lawfully, 

sex toy industries still find it difficult to handle creating content laws and resolve whether their 

trade amounts to being obscene before banks, payment processors, and promotion boards.  

When Dame Products was first launched by Fine with her co-author Janet Lieberman, she 

presumed the world could welcome their industry with open arms. Fine was surprised to find 

out how many openings would close if she revealed the exact goods Dame was planning to 

release to the world. Kickster denied hosting the fundraising ceremony for Dames's initial 

products (Sethi et, al., 2015). Also, an application for legislature-sponsored credit from the 

small trade office was rejected because of the nature of the Dames goods. Not at any time, Fine 

had difficulty with processing third party payments, but a few of her co-workers in the sex toy 

part have experienced problems in discovering a platform that is okay manufacturing their good 

sale.  

 The biggest problems are caused by promotion. Many industries discover that when they 

visit social media to promote their products, the only ways are Google AdWords and Porn sites. 

According to Brian Sloan, who is an inventor of the Auto blow, Facebook refuses to manage 

sex-objects related ads even when the ads are set to the only appeal to adults.  Even though the 

promotion laws for these boards have gone via several corrections over the decades, nowadays, 

Facebook makes it transparent that sex toys are not counted as an honorable business (Sethi et, 

al., 2015).  Ads should not advertise the utilization of adult goods and services, except 
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contraceptives and family planning ads. Google is more lenient. Sex toys in Google are filed 

under mature people content and restrict ads instead of illegalizing them totally. Still, the 

regulations for what is accepted are relatively misty. 
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